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A. Violence and Police Consent
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Palestinian residents complain that in many of the cases of verbal abuse and

physical violence directed against them, the police refrain from enforcing the law and

take no action against those settlers suspected of violence.
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According to Palestinian residents, more often than not, in cases when they call the
police no action is taken against the offenders. The inevitable result is an increase in the

incidents of violence. & z - - .
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In other cases where Palestinians have lodged complaints of serious physical injuries, the
police response has been ineffective. Even when investigations have been opened, they

have been neither thorough nor exhaustive, and in most cases they have been closed for

“lack of public interest” or “lack of evidence”.
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Palestinians have also complained about police unwillingness to investigate instances

where their property has been vandalized. - =
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B. Always a Suspect

In many cases where Palestinian residents have sought to press charges against the
settlers or their security guards, not only have their claims gone uninvestigated, but the

tables have been turned and they themselves have become the suspects. &
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Residents also report that in many cases, their complaints to the police are deflected with

various excuses, designed to prevent them from officially registering their complaints.

1 - / n

L= = I / / / 7/ - / *C *+,4!
F 8 -l - K %&"!

K3 = | - /*, Kt - %&"!



2/ 16 " - HG " -
G / H ! " ; /
? - " / "
; - " /
" _ / " " |
- - # = . ( = " - - )
? - // 5 - K - -
"o " Mz z M / #
" ; _ - -
# $ - 3
C " #
# #
6 #
# +
+ # 2 I ¢
8 71 2

. # g

Most Palestinian complaints of police misconduct in East Jerusalem are directed toward

the Shalem and David police stations! - -
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What emerges from these testimonies is the biased handling of criminal investigations
employing blatantly illegal tactics, such as intimidation of relatives with the threat of

arrest, and distregard of available evidence. / ; -
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Residents also state that as a result of their deep lack of faith in the Israeli police, they
often refrain from going to the police stating and filing a complaint, even when they have

been severely assaulted. & -1 /
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According to residents, the common perception in the neighborhood is that the police act
for the sole benefit and protection of the settlers and in coordination with them.
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C. Detention of Minors in Nighttime
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According to Palestinian residents, the police approach to investigating children
suspected of stone-throwing is extremely problematic, employing methods which violate
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Israeli law and proper police procedure. - - .
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From the testimonies of minors arrested over the past year, a disturbing picture arises of
children being removed from their beds in the middle of the night and carted off to the
police station in handcuffs, all this without their parents' accompaniment. The children

report violent and frightening interrogations, conducted by regular police officers and

not by special child and youth investigators. 5 ? / 8 - K /
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Despite interventions with the Israel Police and the Police Internal Affairs division

regarding these child interrogations’’, this pattern has continued in recent months and

residents say that the number of child arrests is only growing. & /
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An even more disturbing phenomenon is the police interrogation of children under the

age of 12, the age of criminal responsibility according to Israelilaw.5 ? /
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- . ! From the testimony of

residents, the neighborhood perception is that security guards are abusive, both against

children playing in alleyways and against adults. They employ verbal and physical

violence, and even make use of loaded weapons. Moreover, according to residents the

security guards are “quick on the trigger”, and perceive themselves as holding the

ultimate power to serve as arbiters of daily life in the neighborhood.
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- | 'The result is that the security guards employed in East Jerusalem are

not reined in by any clear working definitions, a situation which invites the abuse of

powet.
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The fact that private security bodies are employed on the ground, utilizing force —
including the use of firearms with live ammunition — without any proper oversight or

monitoring by the state, opens the door to grave violations of the human rights of

residents. 5 // -
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Chief among these are the abuse and violence that local Arab residents are subjected to

by the security guards. - - - - G: : H
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It is the children playing in the neighborhood and running through its alleyways who
come into contact with the security guards on a daily basis. Their cumulative experience
has taught them to fear the security guards, their verbal and physical violence. In the
wake of that experience, many children are reluctant to play in the streets and some
parents have forbidden their children from playing outside the house, fearing encounters

with security guards.
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Residents further attest that in recent months, the security guards have become
increasingly quick-on-the-trigger, with a growing number of incidents in which guards
have used various weapons against Palestinian residents, even opening fire with live

ammunition without appropriate warning, without adhering to the rules of engagement

that the police and IDF are obliged to follow. 5 ?2 / *K
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What stands out in these incidents is the security guards' use of live fire while the police
adopted means that were less injurious and less dangerous. Testimonies suggest that in

some cases the police arrived at the scene only at a relatively late stage of the incident".
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E. "Big Brother'" and the Intrusion of Privacy
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Palestinian residents claim that many of the hundreds of cameras positioned in their
neighborhoods are pointing directly at their residences, and that this causes serious

infringement on their right to privacy.
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The right to privacy is considered one of the most important of basic rights, intended to

preserve personal space so that the individual can manage his personal life without

exposing himself to others and without the intrusion of others. / /
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Although in principle, residents could submit complaints to the police about the invasion

of their privacy, they refrain from doing so because of their distrust of law enforcement

officials. 1 / g / /
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According to local residents, Palestinian women are the main victims of the

overabundance of cameras and the inconsiderate regard for the Muslim-Arab social code.
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Local residents also claim that they suffer from cameras in the hands of settlers and
security guards, who videotape them, close-up, in the middle of the street for no apparent

reason. & z -
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In addition to the cameras that are aimed into the private domains of local residences,

there are hundreds of police surveillance cameras positioned throughout the Old City.

These, too, infringe the privacy of residents and their right to autonomy and dignity,
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F. Failure to Prevent Incitement and Harassment

One new phenomenon introduced in Palestinian neighborhoods where Jewish settlers are
present is the frequent celebration of holidays and festivals. At times, these culminate in
verbal barrages of incitement and abusive curses directed against Palestinian residents.
As with the other issues detailed in this report, the police refrain from handling

Palestinian complaints of this sort.
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In addition, residents complain that many of the settler events in the neighborhoods
continue until the middle the night, disturbing the peace of the residents well past the
hour when it is considered acceptable and permissible. Requests made to the police to
enforce the regulations governing noise levels in neighborhoods had gone unanswered'.
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Another source of noise that disturbs local residents are the archaeological excavations

being carried out in the Wadi Hilweh neighborhood of Silwan, which continue all hours

of the day. 5 ? - - @
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Additionally, residents complain of noise disturbances caused by security guards and by

the border police who have a regular presence in the area. ?/ - -
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G. Seizure of Neighborhood Lands and Lots

The Jewish presence in Palestinian neighborhoods is supported by various government
authorities, and this manifests itself, among other ways, through transfer of lands into
settler hands or development of lands for settlers’ needs while ignoring those of the local
Palestinians! ?2 /- . |/ "
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One prime example of seizure of lands that were in use by the Palestinian residents is the

transfer of the maintenance and running of national parks and tourist sites to political

NGOs whose unmistakable agenda is to “Judaize” East Jerusalem. ?7 /7
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In other cases, the government authorities handed over open public areas to the settler

NGOs for their exclusive use. - " "o NN - % "
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Another example of the authorities’ biased policies in these neighborhoods is the
intention to seize the sole empty lots in Silwan and Sheikh Jarrah and to turn them into
parking lots that will primarily serve tourists to the City of David in Silwan and to the

grave of Shimon ha-Tzadik in Sheikh Jarrah.
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This conduct on the part of the authorities, headed by the Jerusalem Municipality,

should be seen within the wider context of the severe shortage of urban outline plans,

and the ongoing violation of Palestinians' rights regarding planning and construction. It

adds insult to injury, and it is no wonder that it stirs up the anger of residents who believe

the authorities are supporting and advancing the cause of the settlers at their expense.
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. Violation of Freedom of Movement
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| Residents testify that

roadblocks are put in place frequently when mass events take place in the Jewish

settlements in Palestinian neighborhoods, including private events. Police prevent

Palestinian passage while allowing settlers and their guests to go through.
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From the standpoint of the Palestinian residents, this is a gross violation of their freedom

of movement, since the blocking of traffic creates severe traffic jams, which delay them

and force them to search for alternative, long and tortuous routes to their destination.

Residents report that these circumstances are creating tremendous bitterness and

frustration, primarily due to the fact that the police allow one population sector through

while preventing access to another sector.

I. Conclusion and Recommendations
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In light of the reality in these neighborhoods, it is evident that the government
authorities, including the police, the Jerusalem Municipality, the Housing Ministry and
others, have thoroughly failed in their role to provide protection and services to all the
city’s residents, without discrimination. The results of this failure are catastrophic in all
that pertains to the preservation of human rights, and it undermines the basis for the

existence of a well-ordered society and government.

In order to bring about fundamental change in the human rights situation in East
Jerusalem, in particular in the neighborhoods discussed in this report, in a manner that
will permit a daily routine free from violence, abuse and harassment of various kinds, the

authorities must take responsibility and fundamentally alter their current policies:

* The law enforcement authorities must undertake a thorough overhaul, and start
applying the same set of laws to each and every resident. ; /
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All arrests and interrogations of minors must be done in accordance with the law,

including in East Jerusalem! % - @ " /
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The government must take on board the recommendations of the 2006 Public
Committee to Examine the Security and Guarding of Compounds in East Jerusalem,

|/ "/ / " > -

The police must enforce the law and remove the security cameras in the
neighborhoods, which invade the residents’ privacy! 5
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The Jerusalem Municipality and the Israel Land Administration must re-order their

priorities regarding allocation of public lands, in order to take into account the needs

of the entire community. "o - -
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Appendix 1: Overview of the increase in the Jewish presence within

Palestinian neighborhoods of Jerusalem
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Summary Table: Jewish presence in Palestinian neighborhoods in East Jerusalem
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8 Klugman Report ibid.
8 |tamar Eichner, Prime Minister’s Office Protest: Settlers did not Coordinate the Takeover in Silwan
(Hebrew), Yediot Ahronot, March 21, 1997.

8 Nadav Shragai, Cracks in the Glass House, Haaretz, August 18, 1998.

% Meron Rapoport, The Battle over Settling Silwan Simmers, Haaretz July 6, 2007, link
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/features/the-battle-over-settling-silwan-simmers-1.222924

% Ronen Medzini, Jewish Family in Silwan: Just like Israel in the Middle East, (Hebrew), Ynet, April 4,
2010, link http://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L.-3870933,00.html.
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Areal Mount of Olives
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8 See note 72 above.

% More building added to Beit Orot Compound, from the Beit Orot website, see link:
http://www.beitorot.org/content.asp?pageid=234.

8 Building permit cases 558/08, 559/08, 560/08, 561/08, Jerusalem Municipality; Yair Ettinger, Jerusalem
building committee gives green light to Mount of Olives yeshiva expansion, Haaretz, January 5-6, 2010, link
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/jerusalem-building-committee-gives-green-light-to-mount-of-olives-
yeshiva-expansion-1.260876 (close equivalent to Hebrew article; link
http://www.haaretz.co.il/hasite/spages/1140092.html).

% Meron Rapoport, Settler group takes over two compounds in East Jerusalem, Haaretz, April 3, 20086, link
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/settler-group-takes-over-two-compounds-in-e-jerusalem-1.184422.
% See note 81 above, Ground work in Ma’ale Hazietim

%2 Shimon Cohen, Settlement begins anew in ‘Kedmat Zion’ in East Jerusalem (Hebrew), Arutz 7, May 3,
2004, link http://www.inn.co.il/News/News.aspx/77622.

% Akiva Eldar, Jerusalem freezes plan for Jewish homes in Arab area, Haaretz March 25, 2009, link
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/jerusalem-freezes-plan-for-jewish-homes-in-arab-area-1.272807.
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% Nadav Shragai, Resurrecting the dead on the Mount, Haaretz April 3, 2003, link
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/features/resurrecting-the-dead-on-the-mount-1.14094.

% See note 78 above.

% Press release from the spokesperson for the Israel Land Administration, October 10, 2007,
http://www.mmi.gov.il/machadash/show_h.asp?key=775. Meron Rapoport, Appeal: Israel Land
Administration and Ateret Kohanim NGO Acted to Dispossess Palestinian Landowners in East Jerusalem
(Hebrew), Haaretz August 19, 2007, link http://www.haaretz.co.il/hasite/spages/894977.html.
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Area: Southeast Jerusalem
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Appendix 2: Testimonies

Testimony of Raisah Musa al-Karaki
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Testimony of Jamalat Mughrabi
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Appendix 3: Official Responses

Response of the Jerusalem Police to ACRI's Report “Unsafe Space”
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Response of the Ministry of Construction and Housing to ACRI's Report “Unsafe

Space”
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Ministry of Construction and Housing
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